
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



October 19, 1858.] 



THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



113 



vernment are rather jealous about the interference of foreign 
bodies in the state of their internal affairs ; and if, as has 
lately been shown, such should be the case with a powerful 
Kingdom like England, it can hardly be considered extra- 
ordinary if it should be the same with the kingdom of Sweden 
— not M powerful, it is true, but as old in its constitutional 
rights, and as fond of them. 

" ' I shall not fail to make the Swedish government ac- 
quainted with the subject now brought forward, and I am 
sure that it will be treated with all the attention due to it ; 
but there are, at the same time, two points to which I take 
the liberty of drawing attention — one with respect to the 
Swedish government, the other in reforence^o the people. 

'"The government did not institute the suit at law that 
has given rise t° these feelings of uneasiness and apprehen- 
sion ; it is a government that neither could nor would have in- 
terfered with the course of the courts of justice. The court 
could not bat deliver judgment in accordance with the exist- 
ing laws, and the government proposed a change in those laws 
which it had reason to expect would come into operation before 
the case was to be decided. The assembled Diet, on the other 
hand, the representatives of the people, in accordance with 
their undoubted right, rejected the proposition. The result 
may be deplored ; it may be hoped that it may be different 
another time ; but I claim for the facts a thorough knowledge 
before they are judged, and I think that some allowance is 
due to a country with the antecedents of Sweden, if there is 
a state of feeling that leads the nation to reflect well before it 
adopts new laws, more in accordance, perhaps, with the ideas 
of our days."' 

The Tablet having taunted English Protestants for not 
remonstrating against the Swedish law when there was no 
practical occasion, is nowj in a twofold rage with English 
Protestants for presuming to do it when there is occasion. 
Here is the comment of the Tablet : 

" The address to the Swedish ambassador by Sir Culling 
JEardley and members of the Evangelical Alliance, the Pro- 
testant Association, and the Religious Tract Society, has 
been signed by a good man; Protestant Bishops, ex-Chan- 
cellors, and peers. It is a most impudent production. These 
men actually tell the ambassador that ' one chief secret of the 
moral power of Protestants jies in thoroughly carrying out 
their own principles, one of which is the right and liberty of 
private judgment. It is Incumbent on Protestants to con- 
cede, even to their strongest opponents, the same freedom of 
conscience which they demand for themselves.' But we are 
wrong to call it impudent. Impudence involves conscious- 
ness, and the sublime unconsciousness of Protestants on these 
matters is a natural wonder. These very men — Lord John 
Eussell and the Bight Hon. Joseph Napier, Lord Plunket, 
Bishop of the Protestant see of Tuam, and the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury, Lord Calthorpe, Edward Giogan, M.P., and Judge 
Crampton, Dr. Cumming and Dr. M'Neile — are the men of 
all others who tell Count Platan that it is incumbent on Pro- 
testants to concede to others what they demand for them- 
selves. The very types and models of Protestant bi gotay and 
intolerance, of some of whom nothing in the world is known 
except that they have a diseased hatred for the Catholic 
religion, remonstrate with the Protestant persecutors of 
Sweden, and lecture Count Platen on the duty of tolerance. 
Count Platen could scarcely be aware of the character of the 
men who were addressing him, or he would as little have re- 
turned them a serious answer as if they had been a gang of 
lunatics escaped from an asylum praying that their neigh- 
bours might be restrained of their liberty on the ground of 
insanity." 

What makes the Tablet so angry? When we see Roman 
Catholics protest against persecution of Protestants, we 
hail their protest with delight and respect. But when 
Protestants protest against Roman Catholics being perse- 
cuted, the Tablet is in a rage of disappointment, as if their 
stock in trade was spoiled ! 

We ask .oar readers to consider which party does really 
wish to put an end io persecution on both sides ? 



INFIDELITY. 
There is no charge made against Protestantism more 
frequently by Roman Catholic writers than that it has a 
natural tendency to promote infidelity or disbelief in all 
religion. Protestantism, in fact, is generally treated by 
them as being in itself a substantive form of infidelity, 
as if a sincere belief in the Gospel history and the divine 
natnre and mission of our blessed Lord were impossible 
upon any other ground than submission to the authorita- 
tive dogmas and definitions of the Church of Rome. 

Any one who has ever associated with educated Pro- 
testants, or who has ever had the candour or manliness 
to read any of the eminent writers of the Anglican or 
even of the dissenting Protestant Churches, must well 
know that such charges of infidelity against Protestants, 
as such, are the merest calumny. There, no doubt, are 
nominal Protestants enough and to spare ; just as there 
are too many professing Roman Catholics also, who, 
without adopting any very definite form of either belief 
or disbelief, practically act as if mankind had no ulterior 
or higher object than to live as long and as pleasantly in 
this world as they may be able, and who seem determined 
to postpone or repel all thoughts of a future state as long 
as possible, treating it as a certainty which, though it 
it must come some time or other, had better not be re- 
flected on, until the misfortune becomes imminent and 
inevitable, and forces itself reluctantly upon them in all 
its terrors. Whether such merely nominal Christians 
publicly profess to be Roman Catholics or Protestants is, 
we think, a matter of but little moment, as the truth is, 
they are so little in earnest about any religion, that it has 
no practical influence upou their thoughts or lives, and 
}hey have probably never reflected sufficiently upon the 



subject to form any fixed or definite opinions either for 
or against the Christian revelation. It is not, however, 
to individuals of this class, however numerous, that our 
present inquiry is directed, but to another, less nume- 
rous, perhaps, but of a superior grade as to intelligence, 
education, and thoughtfulness of character— persons who, 
while they have seriousness and mind enough to be un- 
able to escape from the adoption of some opinions or 
other on such subjects, either for or against revealed re- 
ligion, have, at the same time, sufficient independence of 
mind not to adopt implicitly, as a matter of course, the 
doctrines, whatever they may happen to have been, 
which their parents or teachers may have proposed to 
them in youth or infancy, and have, consequently, beeu 
constrained to consider for themselves whether the doc- 
trines in which they had been brought up were certainly 
or even probably true. 

Now, among minds of this class (and how few educated 
men are theie who, at some period or other of their lives, 
have not been found in that state of inquiry and doubt, 
unless they have enjoyed the peculiar and very rare pri- 
vilege of having been thoroughly instructed in the most 
enlightened schools of Christian theology, and well im- 
bued not only with the holy Scriptures, but with the 
best works on the evidences of Christianity)— among 
minds of this class the real question is, whether those 
who have beeu brought up in the Church of Rome or 
those who have becneducated in the Reformed Churches 
are practically most prone to abandon the creed in which 
they have been instructed, and apostatize into theoretical 
or practical infidelity. Judging from our own experience 
both at home and abroad, we should certainly come to 
the conclusion that there are very few enlightened and 
thoughtful Protestants who abandon the belief of their 
childhood for the dreary mazes of infidelity, while, on the 
contrary, there are very many educated Roman Catholics 
who, finding it impossible to credit implicitly the doc- 
trines, or cordially to approve of the practices, of their 
Church, content themselves with what they consider 
the philosophical belief, that religion is a kind of pious 
fraud, salutary as a device for governing or reducing the 
masses to subordination, but utterly inapplicable to such 
minds as theirs — minds capable of seeing through the 
veil with which a grasping and designing priesthood have 
found it their interest to try to envelope the rest of man- 
kind. To confess the truth, we sincerely believe that 
had we been so unfortunate as to have been educated in 
the religious atmosphere of Spain or Italy, we should 
scarcely have ourselves escaped the conclusion, that such 
a religion as that which we saw there, was much more 
likely to be a cunningly devised fable of man's device 
than a true emanation from the throno of God, and we 
have never met with any traveller who has had access 
in France or Italy to the higher order of educated minds, 
who has not adopted the same conclusion with respect to 
the state of utter disbelief under which most educated 
men on the Continent labour as to the truth of the sys- 
tem which, while they publicly conform to it, they pri- 
vately despise and utterly reprobate and ignore. 

The following striking extracts from a writer whose 
pages we have once before referred to,* and who, while 
by position and profession a dignitary of the Roman 
Catholic Church, was, for candour and earnestness on the 
subject of ecclesiastical reform, scarcely second to any we 
are acquainted with, until ho was compelled to retract 
his real sentiments by the ruthless tyranny of his spiritual 
superiors, strongly corroborate our views on this matter; 
and coming as they do evidently from the heart of an 
earnest lover of truth and vital religion, we think few 
will doubt their sincerity and truthfulness, whatever re- 
tractation may have been extorted from him subsequently 
by his ecclesiastical oppressors. It will be observed that 
he is all through speaking of his own (the Roman Ca:ho- 
lie) Church, and not of the reformed Churches of either 
England or Germany : — 

The immediate subject of his strictures is the Roman 
Catholic Church in Germany. 

" Another matter to which the Church must direct 
her special attention, in her present circumstances, is 
the existence of multitudes who only nominally profess 
her faith, and are reckoned as Christians. I speak of 
multitudes, because the greater part of those who con- 
sider themselves enlightened and clover have thought 
proper to reject Christianity altogether, ridiculing its 
fundamental doctrines as things which every intelligent 
mind has long since exploded. Of such persons, the 
better sort will, indeed, admit that Christianity has done 
good in its day ; and they will even allow, that it 
involves some ideas which will maintain their ground 
for ever ; but then they argue, that these ideas will 
transplant themselves into the modern age, as useful 
verities, while the husks and outer shells of Christian 
truth must and will he rejected as merely liuman cor- 
ruptions and disfigurements. Quite consistently such 
theorists regard the Church as a thing long since super- 
annuated, and they anticipate its entire transformation 
as absolutely inevitable, and soon to be aeeamplished. 
But a worse set of fellows — men of narrow intelligence 
and of defiled and corrupt hearts— find in their unbelief 

* Sympathies of the Cotrinent or Proposal* fnr a new htfunriation, 
l>y John Baptist Vnn HirMhcr, D. D., Dean of the Metropo'ttnn Church 
of Frciburs, lireisgau, an'l Prokwor of Thto'ogy in the Roman Ca- 
tholic UniTenltj i" that city, tranilatcd by Uuv. A. C. Coxc, M.A. 
J. H. Parker, London, 1852. 



their easiest way of gaining the reputation of being 
sensible, while, at the same time, it frees their filthy 
lusts of a troublesome restraint. Their opinion is, that 
the world has been making progress — that humanity is 
no longer so stupid as it was ; and they pTOfess themselves 
to have kept up with the march of mind, and to have 
got far beyond the ' hell of the priests.' All such per- 
sons, having a practical interest in their unbelief, loathe 
the very sight of the Church, and of its institutions and 
ministers, and wish and expect to get rid of them •, the 
sooner the better. 

"But some will reply, 'What to us are all these 
unbelievers, be their number whatever it may V They 
will never be able to shake the Church, which is founded 
on a rock ; and if they choose to excommunicate them- 
selves, let them.' But such talk is neither Christian nor 
sensible. True it is that unbelieveis, be they less or 
more, will never overthrow the Church, which is founded 
on a rock ; the Church Catholic will stand for ever, but 
possibly not the Church of Germany. Was not the 
French Church shaken ? Is not the Church cf Asia in 
ruins to this very hour ? Alas, our sad estate ! So 
many thousands of infidels in power and dignity ; so 
many thousands- of infidels in possession of the press, 
and of seats of civil authority ; so many thousand in- 
fidels moved by a species of fanaticism to spread their 
unbelief, by sowing it among the common people : are 
these, then, an enemy which it will do to despise? Muny 
of these, it is true, suspend for the present their hostili- 
ties against religion, and devote their energies to political 
affairs; but let these civil agitations calm down a little 
and it will be seen how soon they mill direct the full 
violence of their arms to the destruction of Christianity, 
and occupy the strongest ground to assail the Catholic 
Church. The literature of the day is already hostile to 
the Church, and vile newspapers filled with attacks 
upon ecclesiastical persons and institutions are scat- 
tered everywhere among the peasantry and towns- 
people, and unhappily not without efltct. What will 
be the consequence when a systematic warfare shall be 
organized and carried on against the Church ? Such a 
warfare has been managed against the civil authority, 
and it has carried its point ; it will be organized in the 
same manner to gain a religious victory. The full and 
entire freedom of the press is a concession which the 
Church must sorely distrust. It is true that the current 
Catholic literature was in many ways injured by the 
censorship, and one cannot but rejoice in the removal 
of such political despotism ; yet it is not to be supposed 
that this emancipation will obtain an advantage and 
encouragement for the Church literature greater than 
will also be afforded to that which is opposed to it. Let 
the allies of the Church write what they may, it will 
only secure as readers those who think with them ; 
while the intolerably evil, irreligious, anti-Christian, and 
demoralizing articles of the lowest newspapers will be 
everywhere read and discussed, and more especially in 
circles where they can least be counteracted ; and, 
besides, who does not know that evil will find a place 
for its work ten times, where good can do so but once ? 
How many a householder will keep all his doors open to 
the unlimited access of every foolish and shameless 
guest, who would be far from taking kindly the uncere- 
monious visits of a father confessor ? But I repeat it, 
unbelief has become mighty, and will become yet more 
formidable. It meditates the overthrow of the Church, 
and it is time for her to see how she is to withstand it. 
I have already hinted, in speaking of the dangers of our 
new position, that the promotion of a general apostasy 
was the direct object of one party among those who 
voted the emancipation of the Church. 

" But, as to letting go and giving up these unbelievers, 
it is not merely unwise, but, further, it is unchristian. 
For whose benefit, then, was the Church established ? Was 
it for the whole or for the sick? And what is its noblest 
mission, if it be not the propagation of the faith ? And, 
furthermore, how can the Church, in her unfailing 
charity, coolly look on, while, not here and there an 
individual — while, not merely many souls, but a great 
portion of the nation, rtnd that the most considerable, 
as to position in society, arc already separated in their 
affections from Christianity, and are on the very point 
of severing the last remaining bonds by which they yet 
nominally adhere to its profession ? Besides, the children 
of these unbelievers have, at all even t9, a claim on our 
anxious regard. Are we to have no compassion upon 
unborn generations? Shall the unbelief of parents 
become the inheritance of their offspring, and thus 
extend itself into future ages ? 

" But what can the Church do ? What her theologians 
may demonstrate in their ncademic chairs ; what the zeal' 
of her advocates may bring forward for this or for that ; 
and even what the columns of friendly journalism may 
advance in her favour — all this may do good ; but it 
does not even touch the adverse party, or if it does, 
strikes them as so distasteful and extravagant, that in- 
stead of being won over from their hostile attitude, they 
are rather confirmed in their enmity. All the means we 
have hitherto employed for this purpose, and any like 
experiments that may yet be tried, will prove of bo 
avail. We want a geneml and public participation of 
the popular mind in the religious questions of the times. 
We want an earnest spirit of inquiry. Religious con- 
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ferences, held publicly, and conducted with iuterest, 
would do much good everywhere. There is a vast 
amount of absolute ignorance about religious matters, of 
which we do not ordinarily conceive. In arriving at 
just conceptions of things by means of such conferences, 
many would also come to be faithful men. There are 
many, too, of whom, if you eould not exactly make 
martyrs and confessors, you could, nevertheless, make 
honest believers in Christ, and, as such, could win them 
to a serious and frank support of the truths which are 
now at stake. Even this would be gaining something, 
and the grace of God might further it to greater results ; 
besides, it would bo a gain in the right direction, for our 
age is grossly indifferent to the great moral problems of 
humanity and to inquiries as to the ends of human 
existence. And, then, even where an earnest presenta- 
tion of Christian verities might f.iil to win over an 
opponent, it might, at least, disarm prejudices and conci- 
liate his respect and his good will. 

" It is a grave, practical inquiry, indeed, howan interest 
in religious matters may best be promoted in the quarters 
to which we have referred, and how the conferences we 
have suggested may best be brought about. I can think 
of no more suitable means for this purpose than the estab- 
lishment of unions, to which the sceptical, the unbelieving, 
and the vacillating miiiht be admitted with believers, 
for the purpose of considering all the religious questions 
now at issue. I wish that such unions might be instituted, 
at least in all the more important towns ; provided, that is, 
that while they should be under the care of the laity, one 
or two theologians, at least, might take part in them, for 
the suggestion of necessary explanations and for the cor- 
rection of erroneous impressions end prejudices. As to 
the manner of creating such unions, and the men who 
should undertake the work, modern experience sufficiently 
suggests the practical answer. So soon as a general re- 
ligious earnestness is awakened there will be no obstacle 
to their spontaneous existence. Individuals will every- 
where be found whose irresistible impulse it will be to 
gather thinking men about them for instruction ; and I 
must allow myself to hope that a great stimulant to such 
activity can and will be afforded by the influence of synods 
so soon as the laity are admitted to their place in them, 
and when thus that order of the Church's members shall 
have been inspired with interest in her cause and in behalf 
of religion. Thus, then, may institutions arise which 
seem so desirable, unless we would see whole classes of 
society for ever estranged from the operation and influences 
of the Gospel. The unions would naturally connect them- 
selves and their religious conferences with the enterprise 
of disseminating information on kindred subjects through 
the medium of the press. The writings of believers might 
thus find their way into regions to which at present they 
rarely penetrate, and so counteract the tendencies of that 
base literature, for which, I deeply fear, we are as yet far 
from being a match. 

" There are> some who seem to cherish the notion that 
while the bishops can but hold together among themselves, 
and ^ make sure of the clergy, and, through them, of a 
portion of the people, we are thus formed into a compact 
mass, at once able to do without the crowds who reject our 
faith and to bid defiance to their revolutionary assaults. 
But I must be allowed to repeat what I have already said 
as to the dangers of our present position. We must learn 
by the experience of France, in the latter years of the pre- 
ceding century, that the masses cannot be relied on ; 
they are a/ways untrustworthy. But even if they should 
remain loyal, and if the revolution should fail to affect our 
own position, is it the part of Christians to abandon to 
their own follies those who have deserted us ? Suppose 
we do retain the common people, is this, then, making a 
sufficient advance ? Bo we not thus ensure more or less 
of the ultimate consequences which exist to this day in 
France, where the clergy are a party quite external to the 
nation ? After all, the masses are not the nation. The 
middle classes and those who, by their tnlents, their intel- 
ligence, their professional functions, and their wealth, 
constitute the higher orders of society — these are the 
nation. And if the Church exerts no influence over these 
classes, does she fulfil her mission ? Surely nobody that 
loves her can allow himself to think of such a position as 
her permanent fate. Is this the state of things which 
some would fain see existing among us ? On the con- 
trary, we require a Church which shall include the entire 
nation, and which shall thoroughly imbue all classes of 
society with the spirit of Christian vitality. We want a 
Church in which, while there is room for faith, so also 
there may be exercise for thought — in which there may be 
an appropriate sphere for the active energy which ordains, 
as well as for the childlike docility which submits. Such 
religious apathy as seems but too characteristic of the 
French is among our higher classes absolutely incon- 
ceivable. The German mind cannot let religion alone : 
its unbelief, when it cannot be overcome or mitigated, is 
sure to take the position of offence.''— pp. 168-180. 



CARDINAL WISEMAN'S SERMON. 
The Tablet, of September 11, gives us extracts from Dr. 
Wiseman's sermon at the great Roman Catholic chapel in 
Marlborough-street, on Sunday, Sept. 5. The Tablet 
says — " The Freeman's Journal gives a pretty full report 
Of the sermon, from which we make the following extracts.*' 



The extracts in the Tablet fill two columns and a half. 

The sermon commences thus : — 

" ' And He was subject to them.' Words taken from 
the 2nd chapter of the Gospel of St. Luke, 51st verse. 
Beneath the roof of a church dedicated to the glorious and 
ever-blessed Mother of God, where from every side shine 
down upon us the emblems of her dignity, on a day on 
which is commemorated that maternity which commu- 
nicated to her all her sublime prerogatives ; in the presence 
of a faithful people, who know bow to love and to re- 
verence her, it would be contrary to everything that in- 
spires me if I spoke to you to-day upon any other subject 
than that which the time, the place, and the attendance so 
naturally suggest." 

If the instruction of the people were the object of preach- 
ing it would be natural for an eminent preacher to take 
those subjects in which they were deficient ; but the Car- 
dinal takes what he says they already know. 

If Cardinal Wiseman followed the example of the 
Apostles, it might have been natural for him in the one 
sermon which he preached in Dublin to say at least some- 
thing of Jesus Christ as our Saviour. 

St. Paul gives this account of his preaching at Corinth, 
"I judged not myself to know anything among you, but 
Jesus Christ ; and Him crucified." — 1 Cor. ii. 2, Douay 
Bible. 

Cardinal Wiseman gives this account of hi< preaching 
in Dublin : " It would be contrary to everything thai inspires 
me if I spoke to you to-day upon any other subject than" 
the Virgin Mary. We fear this is true about the Car- 
dinal's "inspiration;" and so far as two columns and a 
half of the Tablet enable us to judge, he did not speak of 
Christ at all ! . We ask Roman Catholics seriously to con- 
sider whether there be not a warning in so striking a con- 
trast. The sermon proceeds t — 

" It is not necessary for me to say anything to those who 
hear me in support of the Catholic doctrine concerning 
devotion to the Blessed Mother of oar Lord Christ Jesus ; 
ii is not necessary that I should even explain to you, as if 
you were an ignorant flock, the nature of this devotion, 
its character, its conditions ; nay, it is not expedient that I 
should try to recommend that devotion or endeavour to add 
anything to the fervour which I know animates the people 
of this island, and this city in particular— the fervour of 
that deep, most loving, most faithful affection towards her 
whom they consider their patroness, their mother, their 
best and truest friend, their intercessor for ever beside the 
throne of her Son." 

We wonder the Cardinal did not, therefore, choose some 
other and more necessary subject. Surely, he could not 
be ignorant that multitudes of Roman Catholics in Dublin 
are shaming Christ in their lives. Why not' take thai' for 
his subject. The Jesuit missionaries might get him an 
example in this. 

Our duty to Christ is set forth in the Scriptures. Our 
duty to the " mother of God" is not mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, but rests solely on the authority of " the Church." 
Is this the reason why the Cardinal delights to speak of 
Iter only ? 

Whatever the reason, the sermon is wholly oa "the 
mother of God," and our trust and hope in her. 

We will not now inquire into the authority for calling 
her " mother of God." We published an article in June, 
1857, in which we showed that the ancient Church, 
and the general councils, and the fathers, carefully avoided 
using any such term. They carefully framed terms which 
showed that He who was born of her according to the 
flesh was, indeed, God ; but which as carefully excluded 
any notion of her having authority over God as His 
mother. We showed that " mother of God" is a false 
translation, intended to introduce notions which their 
words were intended to exclude. We refer to that article 
now, and we ask if any Roman Catholic bishop or priest 
in Ireland can undertake to answer it. See Vol. vi., p. 65. 

But against all truth and authority, the Church of Rome 
and the Cardinal now labour to teach that the Virgin has 
maternal authority over " God," as her Son. This is the 
modern development of the great apostacy ; and this ser- 
mon of Cardinal Wiseman is valuable as showing the in- 
conceivable ignorance of Scripture (if it be not something 
worse) on which this doctrine rests. 

Cardinal Wiseman's great object is to prove that we 
have no proof or authority whatever for believing that 
Jesus is the Son of God, except merely the word of Mary. 
According to him, we have no proof but this of the divinity 
of Christ. A woman was found with child, and she said 
herself it was by the Holy Ghost ; and the Cardinal affirms 
that we have no other proof but her bare word. 

We think this the most wicked statement that ever was 
made about the evidence of the divinity of Christ ; for 
these two reasons — 

1. Because this is evidence which the world from ex- 
perience has agreed to discredit, when unsupported. 

2. Because the statement that we have no evidence but 
this is directly contrary to Sciipturc and to fact. 

We must let Cardinal Wiseman speak for himself. In 
his sermon he thus addresses those who refuse to " wor- 
ship" the Virgin — 

" They say we cannot ' worship,' as they call it, the 
Virgin Mary ; we cannot honour her, because in doing so 
we would Le derogating from the honour due to her Son, 
to the Word incarnate, to Jesus Christ. I would say to 
these men, how did you know that He was incarnate ? How 



did you know that the Son of God became man ? Ton say 
in your creed that He was conceived by the Holy Ghost. 
Who gave you notice of that conception? Gabriel was 
not present ; he had vanished. You don't believe — no 
Protestant believes— that the Bible is a simple revelation; 
that is, A aeries of truths not known, and could not be 
known, by human knowledge. The Evangelists them- 
selves — the one from whom I quoted — tells us that Mary 
laid up the angel's words in her heart, and tells us that he 
sought information from those who knew it. Mary was 
the only, the sole witness in the world to. the mystery 
of the incarnation. There was only heb word that sha 
conceived thus miraculously of the Holy Ghost. She told 
it to the Apostles, and they believed it, and recorded it 
with the sanction of the Holy Spirit. The real source of 
the historical and inspired testimony of the accomplish- 
ment of the great mystery of the incarnation is Mary ; and 
those who scoff at her could not venture to believe, except 
through her testimony, that God received onr nature. It 
is through her that they know it ; yet they pretend to 
honour Him at her expense." 

The Cardinal, perhaps, knows enough about England to 
know that within a quarter of a century the law of Eng- 
land has been changed, on the ground that experience has 
convinced the whole nation that the sole, unsupported 
evidence of a woman in such a case is rot sufficient to he 
accepted as proof ; and yet he deliberately insists that for 
the divinity of Christ we have no other proof but this. 

We beg our readers not to mistake us. We do not 
doubt the Virgin's word. We thoroughly believe it. We 
do so without any shadow of doubt, because God has 
given other proof that puts the truth of her word beyond 
all question. 

But we have to consider how such proof is to be repre- 
sented to a world prone to unbelief. And when God has 
seen fit to give other proof, we say it is wicked to tell the 
world that they have really no proof at all of the divinity 
of Christ but what experience has taught them to consi- 
der insufficient. 

We go no further in this than Christ Himself went 
when He said — " If I bear witness of myself, my witness is 
not true" (John v. 31, Douay Bible). This is not 
meant to teach us .to doubt His word; but it does teach us 
that He Himself does not require us to believe the word of 
a witness concerning himself, unless that witness is other- 
wise proved or confirmed. 

Experience proves that it is not reasonable to believe 
such unsupported witness of a man to himself; and God 
does not intend that our faith should rest on folly. 

Yet, Cardinal Wiseman affirms, that when the blessed 
Virgin was suspected by Joseph of adultery, there was 
absolutely no evidence whatever in her justification ex» 
cept her own unsupported assertion. 

We^are familiar with such arguments. We know it is the 
common device of Roman Catholic controvertialists to try 
and persuade us that we must either believe all their in- 
ventions, on evidence on which we would not believe the 
commonest matter, or else that we can believe nothing at 
all. 

We do not suppose that they really intend to promote 
infidelity. The argument is the best their case admits 
of; and we think it often proceeds on a secret conscious- 
ness of the strength of our faith. However Cardinal 
Wiseman may say that the members of our Church can 
have no faith, we still think that he could not dare to drive 
us to. the verge of infidelity, unless he was conscious that 
we have such faith that we would even believe his ab- 
surdities sooner than cast away our faith in Christ. 

Still, the artifice is wicked, as well as unsuccessful. 
With the Scriptures in our hands, we will turn aside his 
darts — we will reject his false assertions, and we will still 
maintain our faith in Christ. 

We say it is false— against the Scriptnres, and against 
the facts — to say that we have no evidence for the divine 
conception of Jesns, and the incarnation of the Son of 
God, beyond the bare assertion of the Virgin Mary 
herself. 

We shall now contrast, in parallel columns, the words 
of the Cardinal and the words of Scripture. 

THE SCRIPTURE. TBS CARDINAL. 

"But while he (Joseph) "She alone was en- 
thought on these things, trusted, not only with the 
behold the angel of the precious gift, but with the 
Lord appeared unto him knowledge of it. Joseph 
in his sleep, saying, Joseph, himself was not aware of 
son of David, fear not to it until she revealed it," 
take unto thee Mary thy 
wife, for that which is con- 
ceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost." (Matt. i. 20, Douay 
Bible.) 

The Scripture says that " the angel of the Lord" re- 
vealed it to Joseph. The Cardinal affirms that it was the 
Virgin who revealed it to Joseph.) 

It does not appear that Joseph had ever spoken to the 
Virgin on the subject. Clearly, he did not believe the 
divine conception until " the angei of the Lord" revealed 
it to him, and then he believed at once, on the angel's 
testimony, and not the Virgin's; for we read — "And 
Joseph, rising up from sleep, did as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded him, and took unto him his 
wife." (Matt. i. 24.) Yet this Cardinal affirms— " Joseph, 
himself was not aware of it, Titx she Revealed it." 



